
Pacemakers and the ECG

Pacing spikes

What are pacing spikes?

Pacing spikes are vertical 
signals on an ECG that 
are produced by the 
pacemaker’s output pulse.
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Common misconceptions

• No spikes = no pacing? 

• No spikes = pacemaker 
malfunction?
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Takeaway message

No pacing spikes does not 
mean that the pacemaker is 
not pacing or faulty.


